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OPEN CALL
2026 CHB Residency Program

CHB has been dedicated to hosting and fostering the creativity of artists from 
all backgrounds and disciplines since 2020. As a women-led community, 
we prioritize supporting women, trans and non-binary artists, and, in an 
intersectional approach, we are open to considering all projects aimed at 
combating discrimination in general.

CHB is a place for community living and positive interaction with nature and 
eachother.

The program is open to both accomplished practitioners and up-and-coming 
candidates with a high potential for artistic growth. Applicants are evaluated 
on their practice as well as on the quality and pertinence of a residency project 
in CHB.

We welcome artists, writers, architects, designers, filmmakers, musicians, 
and researchers, among many other disciplines, to develop, alone or with 
collaborators, their own large or small scale projects. Residents may take 
advantage from all the facilities for work and accommodation, from its 10 
hectares of land, pasture, a pound, and an unpolluted fauna and flora.

Priority is given to projects that would particularly benefit from a working time 
on the field.

CHB Arts
6, la haute borde
41150 Rilly-sur-Loire

residences@c-h-b.fr
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CHB Arts 2026 jury

CHB Arts is honored to be joined in this mission by professionals recognized in their 
practice and in line with its values.

Many thanks to the members of the 2026 jury for their commitment

* AMANDINE GAY, filmmaker-producer, writer and activist 
* MAYA VIDGRAIN, cultural project manager
* SARRA RYMA, filmmaker and activist
* CHB ARTS FOUNDERS AND MANAGERS : Céline Barrère, Cécile Simon, Violette 
Platteau & Romane Constant.
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Amandine Gay divides her time between creation and advocacy. Filmmaker-producer 
(Speak Up -2017; A Story of One’s Own -2021), writer-scholar (A Chocolate Doll -2021) and 
activist (founder of Adoptee Awareness Month in the francophone world), she defines herself 
as a political author working to reclaim the narrative as an act of liberation. In 2025, Ballroom, 
her first docuseries (co-written and directed by Amandine) is broadcast on France Télévisions’ 
platform; while her second autobiographical essay - about white supremacy -, Vivre, libre, is 
published by editions La Découverte (France).
You can follow her in French and in English on social media: @orpheonegra

Maya Vidgrain is a producer of artistic projects. She holds a DNSEP from the École nationale 
supérieure d’art de Paris-Cergy and a Master’s degree in Curatorial Practices from the Institut 
d’Études Supérieures des Arts.  
In 2025, she founded artcore, a production company dedicated to art video, supporting the 
creation, production, and dissemination of narrative and non-narrative works that question 
modes of representation and offer alternative perspectives to hegemonic structures. In 2025, 
she notably collaborated with the artist duo Dorota Gawęda and Eglė Kulbokaitė on the series 
Spit and Image, presented at Macline in Beijing (2025) and soon at MO.CO in Montpellier 
(2026).
She was part of the team at Fitzpatrick Gallery between 2021 and 2024, where she oversaw in 
situ exhibitions and large-scale international off-site projects, including the Basel Social Club 
and the Salon d’Été, exploring alternative models of production and resource sharing.
Committed to a dynamic of collective research and sharing to positively transform spaces 
for the production and presentation of contemporary art, she participates in artistic initiatives 
such as the residency at Château de la Haute-Borde..
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AMANDINE GAY, filmmaker-producer, writer and activist

MAYA VIDGRAIN, cultural project manager 

Sarra Ryma is a queer Algerian filmmaker and activist based in Paris. Their work 
is dedicated to making visible what we can’t see and questioning what we do see. 
Passionate about the themes of intersectionality, migration, love, vulnerability, solitude, 
restlessness of youth, and Arab melancholy, their visual landscapes are colorful, raw, 
tender and subversive Sarra is drawn to the dichotomy between the private and the 
public body, particularly the representation of marginalized or invisible bodies, in both 
film and the queer community. 
In 2020 they co-founded Etats de Corps, a space for reflection and curation around 
corporality, a mobile territory where we can seek out, play, transmit, and transcend the 
limitations and inhibitions creating violence and shame around our physical presence. 
A place for deconstruction and healing. A representative subjectivity of a body in the 
making, an expression of the love we give to ourselves, the Other, and others.

SARRA RYMA, filmmaker & activist

mailto:https://www.instagram.com/orpheonegra/%3Fhl%3Dfr?subject=
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Château de la Haute Borde (CHB Arts) association is committed to gender equality and 
fighting all forms of social, economic, racial and religious discrimination. Our values are 
sisterhood, kindness, collective experiences and intersectional thinking. We believe in 
the strength of collectivity and the creation of strong support networks within a still too 
discriminating environment.

Since 2020, CHB Arts has been committed to changing the context of cultural creation. 
More than just a place for residents to create, it becomes the source of artists’ 
creations and a catalyst for new encounters through diverse artistic forms and plural 
interpretations. 

Cécile Simon and Céline Barrère are founders and managers at CHB, they worked 
together for 10 years as creatives with their studio Barrère&Simon in Paris. 

Cécile Simon is a director focusing on feminism and social sciences with an intimate 
approach. She has a strong sense of community and uses it to ensure equality and 
respect within the collective. 

Céline Barrère is a photographer and Art Director, she now dedicates her skills to both 
CHB Arts and Château de la Haute Borde. An art enthusiast and collector, she works 
at CHB for the recognition and valorization of artistic creation. 

Violette Platteau is the third manager at CHB. With a strong cultural background, she is 
in charge of event programming and production at CHB Arts. Passionate about nature, 
she developed a strong bond with the area and reinforces the outreach of CHB locally. 

Romane Constant lives and works in Paris. Alongside her work as a freelance writer 
and curator, she is involved in the development of several associations and artistic 
residencies. In her work, she questions the decentralization of cultural resources and 
infrastructures in France, accessibility to these infrastructures, and the relationship 
between volunteers and governing bodies in the associative system.

CHB ARTS - Céline Barrère, Cécile Simon, Violette Platteau & Romane Constant 
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Our call for applications for 2026 residency program opens on  

October 21, 2025.

Application deadline is  

November 18, 2025.

Applicants can apply for 

3 week to 1 month residencies 

within these periods: 

April 2026 
September and October 2026

Fee : 20€ / Day

Fee: The residency fee, which covers accommodation, meals and access to facilities, will 
not exceed €20 per day. CHB Arts is a self-funded organization and is actively working to 
make the program free of charge in the near future.

This fee covers accommodation in a private bedroom with ensuite or shared bathroom, 
meals, and access to all our facilities.

Depending on the needs outlined by their residency project, residents will be granted 
exclusive or shared use of additional studio space. 

CHB will provide assistance when and where possible, but Residents are responsible for 
obtaining their own visas or other necessary travel and residency documents. 

Residents must also make sure they have valid insurance to cover medical assistance and 
accidents during their stay in France. 

Once on site, residents will receive support from our team for their production needs, to the 
extent of CHB Art’s human and material resources. 

In the event of a residency grant, the artist’s remuneration will be defined in a contract 
between CHB and the artist prior to arrival.
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Please send us a PDF file  
with the following information to this adress  

residences@c-h-b.fr

0. Name, Age, Adress, Email, Phone number

1. Pitch of your project proposal (max. 700 characters)

2. Short biography including a brief description of the applicant’s practice (max 1000 
characters)
Introduce yourself briefly, describe your background and artistic practice, focusing 
on your main influences and the evolution of your work.

3. Project proposal (max. 2 pages):
	 • Detail the specific work you intend to accomplish during the residency at CHB.
	 • Explain why CHB is the ideal place for the development of your project.
	 • Mention the networks and environments you plan to leverage your project.
	 • How this project fits within your broader artistic practice.

4. Portfolio 
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thank you
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